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The Dean, who had arrived on Saturday evening, was taken
on Sunday to St. Mary's, Graham Street.

I asked the Dean how he liked it [Halifax wrote to Edward] and
he said he preferred the High Mass at Downside where he had
been on the preceding Sunday. In the afternoon the Archbishop
who is still at Lambeth and not well sent for him. The Dean had
told him he was going with me and I think die Abp. wanted to
know how the ground lay and to tell the Dean to be cautious.
Indeed he had written him a letter to that effect.16

The three men left for Malines on Monday, December 5th,
1921. They were in the charge of James, whom Dr. Frere de-
scribed as

a part, an inseparable part indeed, of the conferences, being ex-
cellent company on the journey, very capable in seeing us and our
luggage into the right places: and very acceptable also when we
got to Malines, for he had already friends there who had been
refugees at Hickleton in the days of the War.17

It was late evening when they arrived, to be welcomed at the
station in perfect English by Canon Dessain, the Cardinal's
secretary. On the platform a pious Belgian, overawed by the
ecclesiastical trappings of the Dean of Wells, knelt down and
asked for a blessing, which Dr. Armitage Robinson, recover-
ing from his surprise, hastened to give him.

Here we are in full swing [Halifax wrote to Edward]. All most
interesting and I hope and think very hopeful. We get up soon
after 7. The Abbe Portal says Mass in the Cardinal's chapel which
is at the top of the great staircase opposite the large drawing-room
where we have our discussions. At 9 we have our cofiee and then
at 10 we assemble in the big drawing-room. The Vicar General316
makes his appearance, then the Cardinal comes in. We exchange a

*Monsignor van Roey, the Archbishop's Vicar General and now himself
a Cardinal and Archbishop of Malines. He and Portal -were Mcrckr's col-
leagues on the Roman side m the First Conversation.